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Abstracts of on-going Thesis Documents VIII Cohort

1. EXPLORING A THEME BASED APPROACH TO DETERMINE
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

Adriana Ojeda Alvarez
Abstract

This research project focuses on exploring a theme based approach in order
to determine students’ engagement. The researcher will find out students’
perceptions at the end of the term to establish if the development of the
project really impacts their involvement in the English class, based on the
dimensions of engagement: social, academic and intellectual. The study will
be conducted at a public school in Soacha, Cundinamarca with two groups
of 10" grade students. A background survey, pre and post-questionnaires,
students’ artifacts and peer observation will be used to collect the information
in this qualitative, interpretive and descriptive project.

2. CRITICAL LITERACY INVOLVING GLOBAL ISSUES ON FOREIGN
LANGUAGES STUDENTS

Aura Maria Huertas
Abstract

This research project focuses on the development of students’ ability to identify
argumentative skills regarding global issues through critical literacy. The
objective is for students to read, analyze and reflect on the texts provided by
the researcherin the classroom, from global to local perspectives. The project
will be conducted at a Colombian university (UPTC) with one group of students
from the Foreign Languages program, who are taking level IV of
English. Classroom observations and students’ reflective/argumentative
essays and writings will be used to collect the data needed in this qualitative,
descriptive and interpretive study.
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3. REFLECTIVE WRITING AS A MEANS IN WRITTEN TEXTUAL
COMPETENCE DEVELOPMENT

Blanca Bernarda Arias Coronado
Abstract

This research project focuses on written textual competence development
and uses reflective writing as a means to achieve its goal. Students will be
involved in a set of reflective writing activities in order to produce cohesive
and coherent texts. The project will be conducted in a rural public school in
Miraflores, Boyaca with 10" grade students. A questionnaire, students’ artifacts
and observations will be used to collect data in this qualitative, descriptive
study.

4. CO-CONSTRUCTING INTERACTION IN AN ESP BLENDED
ENVIRONMENT

Carol Anne Ochoa Alpala
Abstract

Blended Learning (BL) is an educational model that integrates face to face
classes with technological tools (Sharma, 2007). The present research study
shows how BL can be implemented in English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
courses, through the co-construction of interaction in both components: face-
to-face and virtual environments. In this way, the forum, as a technological
tool, and the round table, as a face-to-face technique, are complemented to
explore topics related to different disciplines. This project will be conducted
at Santo Tomas University with a group of ESP students. Direct observation,
surveys and technological tools will be used to collect data.
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5. BRIDGING THE GAPS: INVESTMENT AND PRONUNCIATION
Diego Fernando Teatin
Abstract

This research project aims to analyze workshops that focus on the effects of
instruction of pronunciation in terms of students’ investment, in a group of
EFL learners. Both phonemic awareness and a whole language approach
will be implemented, accounting for a balanced perception of what is
acceptable when students are evaluated under the DIBELS tests. The project
will be conducted with learners at the Language Institute of the UPTC. These
learners belong to different major programs and are enrolled in level 1, having
taken a placement test before enroliment. The information will be collected
through DIBELS tests, interviews and questionnaires.

6. EXPLORING RESPONSES FROM CHILDREN WITH AUTISM IN A
PEDAGOGICAL INTERVENTION ON DEVELOPING VOCABLUARY
IN EFL

Jhoana Milena Rojas Cardenas
Abstract

This research project focuses on the observation of responses that a group
of children with autism shows, from a pedagogical intervention that is expected
to be applied in order to develop vocabulary in EFL. The project will be
conducted at a special school in Tunja, in which there are three students with
autism, who are involved in an inclusion process, taking English classes with
students from regular schools in Tunja. Classroom observations and a diary
will be the instruments used to collect information in this case study.
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7. STUDENTS  WRITING PRODUCTION IN EFL CLASSES THAT
ARE IMMERSED IN A SOCIAL NETWORK (FACEBOOK)

Luis Antonio Moreno Pérez
Abstract

Students’ writing production in EFL classes, when they are immersed in a
social network, is a research work framed under “descriptive and interpretive
research”. It refers to describing data and characteristics of the population
or phenomena being studied. It also aims to answer the questions: who,
what, where, when and how? The current research study intends to improve
writing skills in a particular setting. This interpretive study assumes that people
create and associate their own subjective and inter-subjective meanings as
they interact with the world around them. Interpretive research therefore
attempt to understand these phenomena by accessing the meanings which
participants attribute to them.

8. IMPROVEMENT OF STUDENTS’ SPEAKING SKILLS THROUGH
GAMES IN RURAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Rosa Maria Amado Cepeda
Abstract

This research project focuses on the improvement of the speaking ability.
Due to the feelings of fear or nervousness that many students face when
interacting in a foreign language, | decided to use story games, picture games,
magic tricks, word games, true/false games, sharing games and guessing
games in order to encourage students to speak in English. The project will be
implemented in a Public school with seventh grade students who study in a
rural area with the program “Escuela Nueva”. The data will be collected
through observations, video recordings and journals.
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9. IMPLEMENTING SOME DIDACTIC GUIDES TO SHAPE STUDENTS’
CRITICAL THINKING

Sandra Patricia Quintana Soler
Abstract

This research project attempts to analyze students’ critical thinking through
the designing and implementation of some didactic guides, focusing on
environmental issues in order to know what vision of the environment students
have. This study can be classified as an interpretative, descriptive and
qualitative study and data will be collected from field notes, students’ artifacts
and a conference (group interview). This study will be carried out with 17
eleventh grade students from a rural school in Rondén, Boyaca. The public
school does not have enough appropriate material to follow a meaningful
language-learning process according to students’ needs and interests.

10. IMPLEMENTING COMMUNICATIVE STRATEGIES USING
PODCASTS

Victor Felipe Prada Hernandez
Abstract

This research focuses on the development of students’ communicative
strategies, using podcasts as a tool for improving their speaking and reading
abilities. The research will be conducted at a public university (UPTC), with
English language students from the 3™ Semester of the Modern Languages
Program. Observations, interviews and questionnaires will be used to collect
the data in this active research study.
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11. LEARNING VOCABULARY THROUGH READING AND LISTENING
ACTIVITIES

Yadira Rocio Colmenares Pérez
Abstract

This research project focuses on guiding students in the use of a strategy
that combines reading and listening activities for learning vocabulary. The
project will be conducted at a Colombian university in a group of an ESP
blended course with students that belong to a face—to-face education program.
Observations, pre-tests, post-tests and students’ artifacts will be used to collect
information in this mixed study.

12. PEDAGOGICAL PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP CRITICAL READING
ABILITY BY USING READING GUIDES

Liseth Andrea Lopez Alarcon
Abstract

After having witnessed the fact that ninth graders of Ciudad del Sol School in
Sogamoso have many problems in understanding the meaning of texts in
order to criticize and evaluate found information, and therefore they read
only with literal implications, | aim to apply this intervention that consists of
the application of reading guides to develop critical reading, which is generally
neglected in the classroom. Considering the fact that reading tends to be an
obligatory and difficult task, it should be seen as a fun activity which will
extend the student’s knowledge of the world. The aims are to motivate
students to produce positive changes, establish inferences, evaluate the
author’s intention and create their own new knowledge. Furthermore, reading
in the foreign language helps to consolidate students learning of the language
and, at best, increases their proficiency.
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13. USE OF BLOGS TO DEVELOP WRITING SKILLS IN ELEVENTH
GRADE STUDENTS

Mauricio Bolivar Suarez
Abstract

Nowadays, the use of ICT in English language teaching is necessary to work
on the different communicative skills. One of these technologies, internet
blogs, is a tool that could be useful in planning activities that work on writing
skills. Eleventh grade students need to develop their written production and
the use of blogs is agood approach between the English language proficiency
and technology. Blogs can include several internet-related activities in order
to develop writing skills.
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Guidelines for Articles submission

“ENLETAWA” is an annual journal publication led
by the Master Program in Foreign Language
Teaching at Universidad Pedagédgica vy
Tecnoldgica de Colombia-UPTC-Tunja, Colombia.

This new academic journal is highly related to
current and updated research insights,
pedagogical innovations, theoretical discussion
papers, literary creations and successful
classroom experiences carried out by in-service
or pre-service teachers. Articles will be all welcome
to be submitted for publication.

To be considered:

The authors should send two printed copies and
a magnetic one, saved as a word document,
double-spaced, Arial size 12. External
collaborators are allowed to submit their articles
by e-mail to enletawajournal3@gmail.com
following the American Psychological Association-
APA-Guidelines.

The length of the article will depend on the topic;
nonetheless, it will be neither more than twenty
pages (7000 words) nor less than eight pages
(3000 words), including the abstract (no more than
110 words with key ones, written in both English
and Spanish), footnotes, references, and annexes.

An additional printed copy specifying: title of the
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article, author’s name, institution, address and a
short biographical summary of no more than 50
words should be enclosed. Include also a
statement indicating that your article has not been
submitted to another publication or that it has not
been published elsewhere. Upon publication the
author will receive two copies of the issue in which
his/her article appears.

Articles based on research will inform about final
or ongoing findings illustrating the Colombian
foreign language context mainly. They include
abstract, introduction, theoretical background,
research methodology, results, pedagogical
implications, conclusions and references.

In-depth theoretical discussion papers may be
submitted in essay form with subtitles, taking into
account research and pedagogical implications.
Creative, non-fiction products (articles that combine
creative, autobiographical or journalistic styles with
the Academic essays) are also welcomed.

Translations must be accompanied with an essay
(1 or 2 pages) that evidences the pertinence of
the product in relation to the fields of language
teaching / learning and applied linguistics.

For further information, please contact us through
eneltawajournal3@gmail.com
telephone: 7 422174 Ext. 1675



Guia para recepcion de articulos

“‘ENLETAWA” es una publicacién anual dirigida por
el Programa de Maestria en Docencia de Idiomas de
la Universidad Pedagodgica y Tecnologica de
Colombia-UPTC-Tunja, Colombia.

Esta nueva revista académica esta interesada en la
divulgacién de productos académicos resultado de
procesos de investigacion, innovaciones
pedagodgicas, articulos de discusion tedrica,
creaciones literarias y experiencias de aula exitosas
llevadas a cabo por profesores en formacion y
docentes en ejercicio. Articulos en cualquiera de las
areas previamente mencionadas seran admitidos y
sometidos al proceso de evaluacion.

Aspectos para tener en cuenta:

Los autores deberan enviar dos copias impresas y
una magnética del producto académico, guardada
como un documento de Word, doble espacio, Arial
tamafo 12. Colaboradores externos puedan
presentar sus articulos por correo electrénico a
enletawajournal3@gmail.com teniendo en cuenta las
directrices APA (American Psychological Association)

La longitud del articulo dependera de la tematica; sin
embargo, no se aceptaran productos académicos de
mas de veinte paginas (7000 palabras), ni menos de
ocho paginas (3000 palabras), incluidos el resumen
(no mas de 110 palabras y palabras clave en inglés y
espanol), las notas al pie, referencias y anexos.

Se debe enviar un texto adicional especificando: el
titulo del articulo, el nombre del autor (es), el nombre
de la institucion, la direccion de correo electrénico y
un breve resumen biografico de no mas de 50

palabras. El autor(es) debe incluir una declaracion
indicando que el articulo no ha sido sometido
simultaneamente a evaluacion en otra publicacion y
que no se ha publicado por ningun otro medio. Una
vez el articulo sea publicado, el autor(es) recibira dos
copias de la revista en la que aparece su articulo.

Los articulos basados en investigacion daran cuenta
de los resultados finales o parciales de ésta,
evidenciando su relacion con el aprendizaje y la
ensefianza de idiomas extranjeros en el contexto
colombiano. Este tipo de articulo debe incluir
resumen, introduccion, marco teodrico, revision de
literatura, metodologia de investigacion, resultados,
implicaciones pedagogicas, conclusiones vy
referencias.

Los productos basados en discusiones tedricas
informadas pueden presentarse en forma de ensayo
con subtitulos, teniendo en cuenta implicaciones a
nivel investigativo y pedagdgico.

Obras de creacion literaria de alta calidad que
evidencien la destreza de estudiantes y profesores
como creadores de productos artisticos en lengua
extranjera son aceptadas para evaluacion.

Las traducciones se radicaran con un ensayo (una o
dos paginas) en el que se explique la pertinencia del
proceso de traduccion de dicho producto en relacion
con las areas de linglistica aplicada y ensefianza de
las lenguas extranjeras.

Para mayor informacion, por favor contactenos en

enletawajournal3@gmail.com, teléfono: 7 422174
Ext. 1675
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